Activities for the Global Dimension

8 Key Concepts:

Diversity
Activity 1: Using a Venn diagram allows the children to explore their similarities and differences they have.  The children will get into pairs and discuss with each other what their hobbies are, their favourite TV programmes, etc, and will input it into the diagram.  The activity will enable the children to realise that although everybody likes different things, they are no different from anybody else, and everybody respects each other for who they are.  The activity can be discussed in a broader way as to realise people come from different cultural backgrounds, but they are no different from anybody else. (http://www-tc.pbskids.org/arthur/parentsteachers/lesson/world/pdf/Venn_Diagram.pdf) 
Human Rights
Activity 1: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/rights/files/lesson1_needs_and_wants.pdf 
Global Citizenship
Activity 1: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/global_citizenship/key_stage_two/files/lesson2_our_links_around_the_world.pdf 
Activity 2: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/global_citizenship/key_stage_two/files/lesson1_what_is_a_global_citizen.pdf 
Interdependence
Can be linked with sustainable development, its how we become dependant on other countries for products.
Conflict Resolution
Activity 1: Ask the children to describe a variety of conflicts that commonly occur at school. List these on the board. For two or three of them, discuss how the steps and rules of conflict resolution could be used. (Then have pairs or small groups apply the steps and rules to the other situations listed on the board. Afterward, have a class discussion to compare results).
Activity 2: Hand out copies of the STEPS and RULES for resolving conflicts that are in the block at the top of this column (or write them on the board). Discuss each step and rule with the children.

Social Justice
Activity 1: To see if there is a difference in chocolate between Fair Trade and non Fair Trade chocolate.  The idea is to allow the children to taste the two types of chocolate, and discuss if there is a difference in chocolate, and what they liked most.  Also to discuss the differences in how the chocolate is made.  The lesson is that there is hardly any difference between the two types of chocolate, yet by buying Fair Trade products, will ensure that workers in the developing world get the correct wage, decent working conditions and fair terms of trade.  

Activity 2: Read a small story to the children showing two sides, a group who work in a fair trade certificated workplace, and a group who do not.  The story will enable the children to see two sides of the producing world.  It will help them to see what the correct way to producing goods is, and that is that the workers receive the correct conditions.  It will enable the children to understand that by buying fair trade products is helping the workers who produce the goods. 
Values and Perceptions
Activity 1: To show children a number of photographs, and they must identify who are the poorer people in the photograph.  Each child will mainly identify black and thin people as the poorer people, as this is their perceptions through the media and influences from other people.  But you can show that this is not the case and that a person next door may be poor but just because there not the stereotypical case the children will not see this.  The idea is to show that they shouldn’t always judge a person who carries a perception of being poor.
Activity 2: To gather a number of newspaper headlines, that reflects different issues around the world.  The children must decide if they feel the headline is influencing people’s perceptions, choices and lifestyles.  Children could also look at magazines, and decide whether the feel they are being influenced on what the look like by the magazines.  This could be a very good subject to have a debate on or discussion, to discuss how the children feel about the media influencing their values and perceptions. 
Sustainable Development
Activity 1: To use a number of photographs of Climate Change around the world, from the impact of using fossil fuels.  The photographs can be used to guess which country is being affected, and what the impact is on the photograph.  The children will get an impression of extreme weather conditions occurring more and more.  They will realise that burning fossil fuels is having a dangerous effect on our earth, so in order to stop the destruction of the earth, the need to cut down on burning fossil fuels which creates C02.  The way to do this will be to switch off, recycle etc.  This will teach the children to become more sustainable and help the planet rebuild itself.   

Activity 2: To use the world map to show the countries who use the maximum and minimum amount of energy.  The children will each be given a name of a country to stand on; they must go to their country.  They will find that most of the children will be stood on the more economically developed countries, whilst a few will be stood on the less economically developed countries, this will show an unfair amount of energy is used.  The children then discuss how in order for us to have energy, we need it from some of these countries, that asks the question is this fair?  They also discuss that by us taking the energy from them that this is destroying their country, children will then discuss that in order to help keep the world sustainable, they must remember to turn off the power when not using appliances, etc.  This will teach the children to become sustainable and not to damage the planet for future generations.  
HOW TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS
Without Fighting

STEPS:
1.  STOP. Don't let the conflict get worse. The less angry you are the easier it will be to solve the problem.

2.  SAY what the conflict is about. What is causing the disagreement? What does each of you want or not want?

3.  THINK of positive options. How could you meet each other's needs and be fair?

4.  CHOOSE a positive option each of you can agree on.

If you still can't agree, ask someone else (an outsider) to help resolve the conflict.

 

RULES:
•  Agree to resolve the conflict.

•  No name calling.

•  Take turns talking. Don't interrupt.

•  Be clear and truthful about what is bothering you and what you really need.

•  Listen to the other person. Be sure you understand how he or she sees the problem.

•  Use your brains, not your hands.

•  Be willing to compromise (if that's appropriate). 

