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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Introduction
This pack contains Frequently Asked Questions for teachers, lessons plans, teachersÕ notes and a 
feedback form. The lessons have been prepared specifically for the ÔMake the Link, Be the ChangeÕ 
project. This development education project about climate change follows the success of the 2007 
Make the Link, Break the Chains anti-slavery project. We hope that the project will be exciting, 
insightful and engaging.

Who is participating in the project?
Students and youth organisations from 12 countries are taking part; from Bangladesh, Philippines, 
Indonesia, El Salvador, Brazil, Ecuador, Haiti, Senegal, Kenya, Malawi and Sierra Leone and UK. 

Lesson content
All 14 lessons are mapped to the 2007 QCA UK national curriculum. We are aware of the new KS3 
geography/Citizenship curriculum - this scheme of work should fit closer to 2008 as it encourages 
international links and broad thinking about global systems.

Each lesson contains a number of hyperlinks to the Plan-ed.org resource centre.  The resources are 
comprehensive - everything required to teach this unit of work should be found either within this 
document or linked to it. The lessons will not only cover the 3 core sections of climate change:  
impact, mitigation and adaptation, but also look at advocacy and action. The case studies and 
support materials have been drawn from experiences that of children around the world.

Although similar, the syllabus for international schools will be less about mitigation than the UK 
lessons, and will focus more on communicating their environmental situations to UK students 
involved in the project.

We hope teachers and youth leaders participating in this project will be able to commit to at least 9 
core lessons in the academic year 2008 / 2009.

How is the project facilitated?
All work will be shared via the Planschoolslink.org website, and through updates on the Plan-ed.org 
website.

There are full time staff based at Plan UK and National Museums Liverpool to aid learning and offer 
facilitation. We hope to utilise the NML collections and technologies such as video conferencing 
between UK and international schools.

This programme of work is free to use as an educational resource, but subject to strict Plan / NML 
copyright regarding commercial use and distribution. For details please see terms and conditions

http://www.plan-ed.org/termsconditions/
http://www.plan-ed.org/inthenews/antislavery/
http://www.plan-ed.org/inthenews/antislavery/
http://www.plan-edresources.org
http://www.plan-edresources.org
http://www.plan-ed.org/termsconditions/
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Frequently Asked Questions for Teachers

1. Partners Ð who is facilitating the Project?
The project will be delivered by Liverpool World Museums and the UK country office of childrenÕs charity Plan 
international.

a) Liverpool World Museum (UK partner) http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/

National Museums Liverpool (NML)'s mission is to promote the public enjoyment and understanding of art, history and 
science. This is achieved through exhibitions, education, consultancy, archaeological excavation and fieldwork, scientific and 
historical research and building and collection care. In the past 10 years, National Museums Liverpool has won 18 national - 
and international awards for education, tourism, architecture and scholarship. The museum provides educational 
programmes and activities for school children, young people and adults, serving almost 480,000 students a year through 
formal learning initiatives alone 

b) Plan International http://www.plan-international.org/

Founded over 70 years ago, Plan is one of the oldest and largest international development agencies in the world. Plan 
works!in over 60 developing countries across Africa, Asia and the Americas. PlanÕs vision is of a world in which all children 
realise their full potential in societies that respect people's rights and dignity. Plan works with children, their families, 
communities, organisations and local governments!to implement programmes at grassroots level in health, education, water 
and sanitation, income generation and cross-cultural communication.

2. WhatÕs the timeline for the project?

8 Jul 2008 Project launched to teachers in UK with live video link between students from Sierra 
Leone and UK.

Aug Ð Sept 08 - Plan UK train international staff on the project
- Lesson plans translated into local languages
- Finalised UK syllabus/M&E forms circulated to teachers

Sept Ð Oct 08 - UK teacher training in Liverpool
- In-country Plan staff train international teachers 
- Plan UK distributes website usernames to teachers
- Teachers register students online, generating usernames for students

Oct/Nov 08 - Pre-project evaluation forms completed by students, teachers and Plan International 
staff

- Teaching period begins

Oct 08 Ð July 09 Teaching period (9-14 lessons including 3 computer based lessons)

Final month of project (Apr/
May/June/July 2008)

Post-project questionnaire completed by students, teachers and Plan International staff

3. How many schools/youth organisations are involved?
Over 75 Ð 50+ schools from the UK and 25 international schools/youth organisations.

http://%22
http://%22
http://%22
http://%22


4. Where can I find all the teaching materials?
All the projectÕs worksheets, issue files, child testimonies, lesson plans and reference materials are downloadable from Plan 
UKÕs Development Education site:
http://www.plan-ed.org/climatechange/
Alternatively you can click on the hyperlinks (underlined in blue) within each lesson plan to download the specific resources 
you need for each lesson.

5. What countries are involved?
12 countries across 4 continents: UK, El Salvador, Ecuador, Haiti, Brazil, Sierra Leone, Malawi, Senegal, Kenya, Bangladesh, 
Philippines, Bangladesh and Indonesia.

6. What will students learn?
Through the project, students will learn and be encouraged to take appropriate action about the work of the 3 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) working groups; 

1. Impacts of climate change Ð what will happen, who will it happen to?
 2. Mitigation strategy Ð What can we do to stop it? Ð behavioural change

3. Adaptation strategies Ð How can we adapt to life in a changing climate?

7. Objectives Ð what is the project aiming to achieve? 
¥! An education project occurring simultaneously in 13 countries, with specific policy / advocacy outputs Ð young 

people mobilising to take action at appropriate levels.
¥! Give participants a greater understanding of climate change, and the tools necessary to take action.
¥! Foster behavioural change and global citizenship in young people
¥! Provide educational climate change resources Ð enter new educational area, how children in vulnerable regions are 

being affected by changing climate
¥! Participate in the national and global Copenhagen roadmap activities Ð producing pilot projects and case study 

material towards global push for mainstreaming of climate change education
¥! Increase educational links with national organisations and bodies involved with climate change    

8. What key stage are the lesson plans aimed at?
Age 13 upwards.
UK schools - Key stage 3. At this academic level the global dimension becomes an integral part of the curriculum and there 
is more space for a themed project. The lesson plans may also be used for Key Stage 4 students.

9. I wonÕt be able to access an ICT lab/computer room in every lesson. Can I still participate?
Yes. You will only require internet access for 3 of the lessons during which students will communicate with international 
students and upload their work.

10. There are 13 countries involved in the project. Are we all following the same syllabus?
Yes, broadly. However, the lesson plans for international schools consist of a skeleton syllabus which can be adapted to local 
contexts and national curricula, whilst the UK syllabus is mapped to the national curriculum. The international syllabus will 
focus less on mitigation than the UK and more on the immediate impacts of climate change in the community.

11. How are marginalised students engaged in the project?
The project is designed to be inclusive, with lesson plans based around key climate change topics, and more 
advanced activities in the teachersÕ notes if required. In addition, if computers and/or internet access are 
unavailable, students can send their work to their Plan facilitator to upload.

12. Which subject areas are relevant?
UK syllabus - Lessons are mapped to the 2007 Geography and Citizenship national curriculum but other subjects are 
relevant, e.g. art and science. We are aware that a new KS3 geography syllabus will be implemented in 2008 Ð the Make 
the Link project should be more closely aligned to 2008 as it encourages international links and wider thinking about 
global systems.

International syllabus Ð The skeleton syllabus is designed to be flexible, to fit in with a number of different subjects, e.g. 
social sciences, humanities, civics education etc. Some of the activities can be used as stand-alone activities which can be 
integrated into existing national curriculum lessons. Some countries will be setting up after school/Saturday clubs for the 
project.

http://%22
http://%22


13. I am not a Science teacher Ð how will I address the science of climate change?
Some science-related worksheets are incorporated into the project, but the focus of the lessons is more about the 
engagement of young people around the themes of climate change impacts on daily life, as well as coping mechanisms, 
advocacy and action.

14. I have already completed my planning for next term. Can I still take part?
Yes, you can begin the project at any time, but it is advisable to begin by Dec/Jan 2008 to ensure an adequate level of 
online activity and interaction by students.

15. There are 14 lesson plans. Do I have to teach every lesson?
No, not necessarily. There are 9 core lessons which schools are advised to complete.  The other 5 non-core lessons are for 
schools who wish to engage deeper with the project. 

16. I would like to involve more than one class in the project Ð is this possible?
Yes Ðinvite as many students to participate as you like Ð 1 class or a whole school year! However, please bear in mind the 
extra marking of homework scripts and access to computers.

17. Is the website secure for children to use?
Yes Ð the website complies with Plan UKÕs strict child protection policy. It is password protected. Various levels of security 
are built into the website (students, teachers and Plan/NML staff) to monitor and protect the project from abuse. 

18. If I have any queries, who do I contact?
¥ UK Schools: Contact Enes Senussi at National Museums Liverpool

¥ International schools: Contact your in-country Plan facilitator
Sierra Leone: Janette Garber
Malawi: Rosemary Chimsewu
Senegal: Aly Faye
Kenya: Julius Okeyo
Ecuador: Ana Luisa Salzarulo-McGuigan
Haiti: Jean Kesner Michel 
Brazil: Alexandre Lima
El Salvador: Mercedes G. Garcia
Bangladesh: Mahfuzar Rahman
Philippines: Baltz Tibunalo
Indonesia: Vanda Lengkong

If you have any questions about the global element of the project, contact Caroline at Plan UK 
caroline.mccarthygarcia@plan-international.org.

19. What happens after the project ends in July 2009?
¥! A body of studentsÕ work will be displayed at National Museums Liverpool.
¥! The projectÕs website will host work uploaded by students over the year.
¥! The site will remain open for students to communicate online.
¥! If you would like to continue linking students in the UK to schools overseas, you could join Plan UKÕs School Linking 

Programme which links children in the UK with schools in Africa and China http://www.planschoolslink.org/. The 
programme develops studentsÕ cultural awareness, contributes to curriculum development and helps you achieve the 
International School Award.

http://%22
mailto:caroline.mccarthygarcia@plan-international.org
mailto:caroline.mccarthygarcia@plan-international.org
http://%22


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T
   
Title: What is climate change and who is being affected? 

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter
Introduce project - International climate change project involving 12 countries, all working through the same syllabus 
over 1 school year - UK, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Philippines, Kenya, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Brazil, El Salvador, 
Ecuador, Haiti. There will be 3 opportunities to communicate (via emails, blogs and forums) with international schools 
and youth groups working on the project

 Display/hand out Worksheet 1 and ask students to identify  each shaded country. 

Main:
 Ask students to read Worksheet 2

Class question: Why were there floods in summer 2007? Mindmap ideas on board or in exercise books.
Prompts:
- Lots more rain, more water in the system, rivers overflow on to flood plains
- Saturated land, unable to absorb extra water

 Ask students to read Worksheet(s) 3, a childÕs testimony from a vulnerable community. 
Class discussion: Is the childÕs experience related to climate change? If so, how?
Mindmap answers or web of causation on board or in exercise books 

If required, display supplementary Issue file: Greenhouse Effect on projector / board

Plenary:
Ask students to discuss or note the similarities and differences between the UK and one other country. 
Prompts: 
- Both concerned with children
- Both focused on the impacts rather than causes of climate change
- Key difference is communityÕs ability to cope with environmental event or environmental change

Extension / Homework:
Ask students to write a short piece on why it is important to think about young people in other countries when 
learning about climate change.

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6a, 1.7a, 2.1, 2.3a, 2.4, 3
KS3 Cit Ed 1.3c, 2.1b, 2.2a 

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Projector with Internet access
Or Printouts: Worksheet 1, Worksheet 2, 
Worksheet(s) 3, Issue File: Greenhouse Effect

Learning Objective: 
Students to recognise climate change as global issue, and that the impacts of climate change will vary in different parts 
of the world.   

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1819.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1819.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1820.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1820.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1819.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1819.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1820.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1820.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
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Title: How does climate change affect young people?

Lesson in series:

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Hand out Worksheet 4 to students. Ask them to match each country to its respective flag.

Main:
 Hand out environmental testimonies from children in participating countries: Worksheet(s) 3 

Arrange students to work in pairs. Allow 10 minutes for students to read and discuss a testimony with their partner. 

 Class Question: What are the causes of the environmental problems that young people participating in this project 
are facing?
Mindmap answers on board
Prompts:  -  Deforestation    - More / less rainfall
  - !Inappropriate agricultural techniques   - Water security 
  - !Over use of irrigation   - War / conflict
  - !Overpopulation    - Food security

Plenary:
 Ask students to carry out a short written exercise with the title: Are causes of local environmental problems 

related to global climate change?

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to research and write a short scenario about a landscape that has been turned into a disaster prone 

area
EXAMPLE: Drought and flooding in Kenya
Overpopulation of rural area leads to:
- !More people require more food, water and fuel. Therefore deforestation occurs, leading to rainfall not being absorbed 
during the wet season and flooding occurring.
- !Adoption of less appropriate farming techniques during the dry season leads to land becoming unproductive
These factors can combine to cause drought, famine and a disaster prone area

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography: 1, 2.1, 2.3a, 2.4, 3
KS3 Citizenship: 2.1, 2.2 

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Projector with internet access
Or Printouts: Worksheet 4, Worksheet(s) 3 

Learning Objective: Students to recognise how climate change impacts young people in different parts of the 
world.   

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1833.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1833.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1833.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1833.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
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Title: Where do the worst impacts of climate change occur?

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Class Question: What are the risks of climate change to children all over the world?

Quick mindmap on board / class discussion
Ideas: Flooding, Storms, Drought, Landslides, Famine

Main:
 Display Worksheet 3(s) on projector or hand out to students

Class Question: Are climate change effects the same for everyone?
Ask students to discuss with a partner: Who and where will suffer if nothing is done about climate change?
 Prompts:
- Low lying countries, Countries susceptible to drought 
- Overpopulated countries, Children / elderly most at risk
- Countries that cannot change the way they currently live
-

 Ask students to complete Worksheet 6 by annotating the map with the following impacts of climate change:       
1. flooding   2. drought     

Extension: 
 Ask students to suggest some secondary impacts of climate change and annotate these on the same map:                                                                                                                                                            

Prompts: 
Conflict due to   Migration  due to  Development problems such as 
- Water or food insecurity                         - Drought / conflict             - access to education and employment
- Land reduction as sea levels rise             - loss of land / water           - access to healthcare / more disease

Plenary:
 Ask students to look at the map once complete and respond to the following questions:

1. Which areas are most annotated? 
2. Which countries are most at risk? Answer: Developing world 
3. Why?  Answer: Developed world has more capability to adapt / move / change how we live

Extension / Homework:
Increased levels of green house gases (GHGs) in the atmosphere are causing global warming. Developed countries emit 
more GHGs per person than the developing world but the impacts of global warming and climate change are felt more 
severely in the developing world. Ask students to respond to one of the following tasks:

 Write down 5 things you can do to reduce your personal carbon consumption, or 
 5 people you could talk to about reducing your impact, or 
 Research and write a short piece on who should take the most responsibility for reducing GHGs, and why?

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography: 1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3, 4
KS3 Citizenship: 1.2, 1.3, 2.3a, b, 3e

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Projector with Internet access or 
Printouts: Worksheet 3(s) Worksheet 6, Issue File: 
Migration

Learning Objective: 
Students to recognise climate change as global issue, and that impacts will affect people differently in different parts of 
the world.   

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/page/
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/page/
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1835.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1835.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/page/
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/page/
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1835.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1835.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1838.pdf
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Title: Reduce the impact of climate change

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Increased levels of green house gases (GHGs) in the atmosphere are causing global warming. The amount of carbon 
(the most common GHG) each person, school or country uses is called their carbon footprint. Developed countries have 
larger carbon footprints per person than the developing world but the impacts of global warming and climate change 
are felt more severely in the developing world. By reducing our carbon, we can help reduce the impacts felt elsewhere.

 Ask students to list their top 5 major carbon consuming activities:
Ideas: Central heating , Hot Water usage, Electricity, Transport

Main:
The main polluting activity for young people in the UK is electricity and gas consumption. LetÕs look at how the carbon 
usage of an average UK house can be reduced. 

 Open URL http://www.wmnet.org.uk/Go/eco2home
- Open E-CO2 Home Ð KS3
- Ask students to complete the E-CO2 exercise (10 Ð 15 minutes)

 Class discussion / mind map: Ask students to suggest ways to reduce the schoolÕs carbon footprint.
Ideas: Lights Off / Computers Off / windows closed / heating down / recycling 

 Open www.planschoolslink.org/mtl . Refer to website manual if required.
- Ask students to log on by entering their personal user-name and password
- Go to Ômy blogÕ
- Ask students to post a message in their personal blog noting 3 things that they will do to reduce their carbon 
footprint. All participating students can then see what other students around the world are doing to reduce GHG 
emissions
EXAMPLE: Steven, Liverpool 
- Turn off all TVs / computers / games consoles at the wall
- Bike to school once a week / Turn my home heating down by 2 degrees
- Plant a tree in my back garden

Extension Activity / Homework:
 Ask students to edit their personal profile by logging on to planschoolslink.org/mtl and uploading pictures and 

details in the Ômy profileÕ page. Students can also browse for other students participating in project using the country 
flags.

 Ask students to make contact with 2 other young people participating in the project either via messaging, or by 
commenting on their blogs. Students can browse for other students participating in the project by using the country 
flags.

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography: 1,2,3,4a,b,c,d
KS3 Citizenship: 1.2,1.3c, 2a-c, 2.3a, 4(i)
KS3 ICT: 1.1a, 1.2, 1.4a, 1.5b, 2.1b, 2.3b, 2.4b, 4b, f

Location: Computer Lab   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Computers with Internet and 
access to www.planschoolslink.org/mtl  and 
www.wmnet.org.uk/go/ccresources

Learning Objective: 
Students to recognise how they can reduce their carbon footprint and communicate their action to international 
participants of the project.  

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / ICT / Citizenship

International feedback Point 1
Communicate with international students!

http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/Go/eco2home
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/Go/eco2home
http://www.planschoolslink.org
http://www.planschoolslink.org
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/go/ccresources
http://www.wmnet.org.uk/go/ccresources
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
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Title: Realise the links between local actions and global impacts

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Hand out Worksheet(s) 3 to students. Ask them to choose a problem in small groups to look into further. 

Main:
 Ask each group to think about how their behaviour at a local level could contribute to the environmental 

problem that they have identified. Students are encouraged to think beyond direct relationships to more global 
processes. See Issue File: Greenhouse Effect and Issue file: Ozone Layer
Examples of behaviour:

¥ Leisure activities e.g. airplanes, transport, theme parks, TV, computer games etc.
¥ Food sources Ð Strawberries in December? Coming on a plane from Spain and Morocco
¥ Use of plastics e.g. packaging, casing for electrical equipment - where does it go when we finish with it? 
¥ Fuel Ð Are our sources renewable or are we contributing more Green House Gases to the atmosphere?

 Ask each group present their findings/case in a way that they decide.

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to research and write up a chain of causation between behaviour in the UK, and an environmental 

impact in the developing world. For research materials or testimony from young people look in the www.plan-ed.org 
resource centre 

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3, 4b
KS3 Cit Ed 1.1b, 1.2, 1.3c, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3k

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Worksheet(s) 3, Issue File: 
Greenhouse Effect, Issue File: Ozone Layer

Learning Objective: 
To recognise that parts of the way we live (e.g. food, fuel, leisure and industry) have an adverse impact on other 
communities and the environment:

¥ To be able to give examples of the impacts and ways they can be reduced.
¥ To suggest ways in which communities can adapt to reduce their environmental impacts.  

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Q&A session or a small debate. The aim is that students think about how information is relayed and if it is right for 

people (or countries) to dictate or persuade others about how they should behave.

CASE STUDY
Paula Radcliffe said that she wouldnÕt run the marathon at the Olympics in China due to the poor air conditions there.  
During 1952 there was a heavy smog in London due to increased burning of coal and low winds. It killed many people, 
and the public demanded a clean air act to fix the problem.
EXAMPLE QUESTIONS  
¥ Should China make its own decisions regarding the poor air quality situation? 
¥ Is the UK being hypocritical as we once were in a similar situation? 
¥ Whose responsibility is it to improve air quality in China? 
¥ Should the developed world provide technical help for free?

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1836.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1836.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1836.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/resource_center/result/age_range_id/1/region_id/1/country_id/1/issue_id/1/project_id/14/page_action/search/media_sub_type_id/5/media_type_id/1/pagination/true/page/%23search_results_top
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1837.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1836.pdf


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Why are international relationships important?

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Review previous lesson. Local behaviour in developed countries impacts upon the developing world.

Main:
 Class Question: Why is it important to talk to people from other countries? 

Answer: By understanding the challenges other countries face, people in developed countries may wish to change their 
behaviour. Talking to other people also highlights the fact that the effects of climate change are not evenly distributed.

 Ask students to design a poster showing the international nature of climate change which encourages people to act 
against its negative impacts. 
Prompts:

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to write a short marketing plan for their poster listing 5 ways of distributing the poster and 3 

influential people to send it to.
Prompts: Head teacher, Local newspaper journalist, Local MP

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3, 4
KS3 Cit Ed: 1.3c, 2.1a,b, 2.2b, 2.3a, 3d,e,k, 4
KS3 Art:  1.2b, 2.1d, 2.2f, 4a, g

Learning Objective: 
Students to recognise the importance of international ties and relationships when trying to tackle climate change, and 
the need for countries to work together. Students to visualise the global nature of the problem, and design a poster 
showing the need for everyone to act.

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship / Art

Plenary:
 Ask students to display their class posters.
 Talk about the effectiveness of images and key messages. Ask students where the posters could be displayed to 

have maximum impact.
Ideas: Email campaign, Myspace or Facebook group page, print out and display in community or at school, Send to 
local paper with letter, enter design into competition

Location: Classrooms  
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Paper, pens, colouring material

HOW WILL YOUR
YOUR CHILDREN GET 

TO SCHOOL?

THE WORLD IS HEATING UP

The impacts will be felt EVERYWHERE!

Act Now
On Climate Change!



Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: How environmentally friendly is your school?

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Ask students the following questions, noting viewpoints on the board:

¥ Is this school energy efficient?
¥ Where is most energy wasted in the school?
¥ How difficult would it be to improve the energy efficiency of the school?

Main: 
 Ask students to carry out survey the school using Worksheet 5 School Survey

- Give a set time to return to class 
- Ask each group to survey a different area of the school. 
- Ask students to add any extra issues that arise whilst on their walkabout.
- Ask students to mark high and low energy efficiency areas on their map.

Prompts:
The library is likely to be an efficient (low energy) area.
Corridors / kitchens / boiler room likely to be high energy use (inefficient) areas 

Extension / Homework:
 Write up the results of the survey into a energy report. Ask students to roughly map the high and low energy 

areas and suggest 3 ways of making the school more efficient.

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  2.1, 2.4, 3h, 4a-c
KS3 Cit Ed 1.2a, 2.1b, 2.3a,b, 3e

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Worksheet 5 School Survey  

Learning Objective: 
To assess how energy is wasted in schools, and how improving energy efficiency at the local level can help mitigate 
climate change at global level. Students will learn how to:
¥ Survey and collect data appropriately 
¥ Recognise good and bad environmental behaviour

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Ask students to collate key findings on the board. Ask each group to elect a representative to write up 3 bullet 

points from their survey, good or bad.  
 Ask the class to compare the amount of good and bad things.  Is each point weighted the same? Do some 

things contribute more than others? 

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1877.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1877.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1877.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1877.pdf


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Create an action plan for your school to become more sustainable

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
  Q & A / Recap of lesson 6. If lesson 6 was not completed, have a brief discussion on ways in which the school 

saves and wastes energy.

Main: 
  If lesson 6 was not completed, ask students to map high and low energy areas onto the school map. If a school 

map is unavailable use Worksheet 7.
  Ask students to map 6 suggestions of how the schoolÕs energy efficiency could be improved. These could be 

categorised as:
! Short Term: Close windows / heating down / air conditioning off?
! Medium term: Canteen food sourcing, conversion of school vehicles to LPG or biofuel
! Long Term: Movement of buildings / construction of new efficient areas / movement of buildings

Extension Activity:
 Ask students to draw a map of their ideal energy efficient school showing energy use and flows.

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to write a School Protocol to include:

- 3 core points
- Arguments for and against the actions 
- How contentious points could be negotiated
- If/how the protocol could be enforced 
- Punishments for non-enforcement?
- How the protocol could be presented to ensure that it is understood by the whole community

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1.1 - 1.6, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3, 4
KS3 Cit Ed 1.1a, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3e, f, 4

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Actual map of school or 
Worksheet 7 and Issue File: Kyoto Protocol 

Learning Objective: 
Using surveys / energy reports from lesson 6 students will:
¥ Identify where energy is being wasted in the school
¥ Decide on the most effective techniques for reducing energy waste
¥ Design an action plan that will reduce the schoolÕs energy consumption

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Ask students to read Issue File: Kyoto Protocol 
 Ask students to brainstorm an Energy Protocol for the school. This will be an agreement between students, 

teachers and the school community on increasing the energy efficiency of the school. Students will need to consider:
! What issues / actions will be hard to sell to students / school management?
! What is realistically achievable in the short, medium and long term?

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1839.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1839.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1839.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1839.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: How can the UK reduce its impact?

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
  Q & A / Recap of lesson 7 by looking over school protocols from last week. Ask students to read Issue File: Kyoto 

Protocol 

Main: 
Scale agreement up to national level - How can UK meet its commitments to Kyoto protocol? The country has a 
limited budget and huge choices. 

 Split class into 4 groups. Ask each group to discuss one national policy from the following options available to the 
government. Resources are limited so students need to prioritise between the policies:
1.  Energy: Renewable vs. non renewable, Nuclear vs Coal and Natural Gas - Limit household usage? Energy rationing?
2.  Waste: Landfill vs. recycling. What to to do with non-recyclables? Export recycling to China? Consuming less vs. 
recycling. Should all litter bins have recycling compartments?
3.  Transport: Build more roads vs. build more railways. Tax cars and aeroplanes, subsidise cycling, walking, hybrid cars 
and buses. Improve safety of public transport? 
4.  Housing: Sustainable villages vs Eco Cities? Is it more efficient for people to live close together or spread out? 
Efficiency rating for all houses, tax breaks for best houses

Extension / Homework:
 Write up government policy recommendations of how you would improve the UKÕs energy consumption and reduce 

our carbon emissions to reduce the impacts of climate change.

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1, 2.1, 2.4, 3, 4
KS3 Cit Ed 1.3c, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3a-c, 3, 4a-c, j

Location: Classroom   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required:
Issue File: Kyoto Protocol

Learning Objective: 
Having looked at energy changes at school level, students learn what can be done about climate change at national and 
international level and the difficult decisions that arise.

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Ask a representative from each group to present their national policy recommendations to the rest of the 

class. 
 As the class to come to a consensus over which policies to adopt and form 4 class recommendations on Energy, 

Waste, Transport and Housing. The policies should reflect student opinion and aim to reduce national carbon emissions 
and waste. Each policy should use a combination of incentives (benefits) and penalties (tax).

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1842.pdf


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Advocacy - Make your Voice Heard

Lesson in series:       

Main:
 Ask students (in pairs) to design their own local campaign to implement in the community or school advocating 

action against climate change. Students need to consider what is:
¥ Realistic -  identifying which decisions and behaviour individuals can impact upon.
¥ Achievable 
¥ Measurable 

Ideas: 
 -  Research the school heating policy, e.g. when heating is turned on /off and for how many months.
- Report on the carbon producing hotspots of the school and how efficiency can be improved, e.g. school kitchens.
- Introduce recycling schemes 
- Introduce energy saving scheme, e.g. close windows / use less paper / turn computer monitors off.

 -  Write to local MP / councillor 
 -  Join local pressure group / sign local petition
 -  Start a Ôgrass rootsÕ organisation via Bebo / Facebook / Myspace group or a lunchtime club.

For inspiration from children all over the world see climate heros and heroines 

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Hand out Issue File: Famous campaigns to students and lead a discussion about what campaigns have achieved 

in the world and how most start from humble roots / beginnings.
Example: A Devon village campaigned to ban plastic bags: BBC news article
Further research issue files:
!  Issue File: Timeline about global consensus on climate change
!  Issue File: How to make a law in the UK 

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to build support for their plan by speaking to family, friends, teachers or youth groups. Students 

could design a petition.

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.1, 2.4, 3, 4   
KS3 Cit Ed 1.1a,d, 1.2c, 1.3c 2, 3a, e, k, 4

Location: Classroom
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required:
Issue File: Famous campaigns, Issue File: Timeline, 
Issue File: How to make a law in UK

Learning Objective: 
Students to design an appropriate local campaign for reducing their impact or raising awareness of climate change

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Ask students to write up their campaign into action plan outlining how it will be implemented over the next few 

weeks.

http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1841.pdf
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/abbas_climatehero.pdf
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/abbas_climatehero.pdf
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/imrana_climatehero.pdf
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/doc_lib/imrana_climatehero.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1843.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1843.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/content/articles/2007/05/01/modbury_plastic_bags_feature.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/devon/content/articles/2007/05/01/modbury_plastic_bags_feature.shtml
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1840.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1840.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1841.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1841.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1843.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1843.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1840.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1840.pdf
http://www.plan-edresources.org/assets/view/RCDOCUMENT1841.pdf


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Act! Use your voice and actions to combat climate change

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Review campaign plans from Lesson 10

Main:
 Ask students to implement their action plans (from the previous lesson) around which may include:

!  Poster campaigns 
!  Internet campaigns 
!  Writing letters to:  heads of department, senior management, local councillors / MPs
!  Talking to school cooks about sourcing local food
!  Caretaker / facilities management about heating policy
!  Setting up school recycling points
!  Forging links with external organisations / other schools recycling schemes 

 Ask students to document their action by taking photographs / screen shots or audio recordings of their actions. 
This can be shared with all other schools participating in the project via www.planschoolslink.org/mtl forums and blogs.

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to write a short analysis about their actions to include:

- Aims 
- Responsibilities
- Targets 
- Impacts

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  1.3, 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 3, 4
KS3 Cit Ed 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3e, 4b, c, d, e, f, i

Location: School/community    
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Equipment as appropriate

Learning Objective: 
Students to act on climate change by doing something however small, to either reduce their carbon footprint or raise 
awareness of climate change.  

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship 

Plenary:
 Ask students to give a short presentation about what they did and the impact it had.

http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl


Make the Link, Be the Change 
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Global Youth Action on Climate Change

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Discuss the actions that took place last week within school. Discuss the best ways of summarising activities so 

that they are understood by everyone participating in project.

Main:
 Ask students to log on to www.planschoolslink.org/mtl

 - Enter your personal user-name and password
 - Click on ÔClimate Change ForumsÕ on profile page
- Post a message on the ÔClimate Change ActionÕ forum describing your campaign. 
- Upload your photos, audio recordings or videos for all to see

EXAMPLE 1: Jenna and Trey, Liverpool 
We campaigned for paper, ink cartridge and printer toner recycling to be available in each department of our school. 
After 1 week, we collected 10 cartridges and 2 boxes of paper. This has a positive effect on climate change as it takes 
less carbon to recycle goods than produce new ones. We took the collection to our local recycling bank after school. 
File uploads Photo + poster

EXAMPLE 2: Lucy and Emily, London
We wrote to the junior schools in our area offering to escort children to school 1 morning a week from 2 collection 
points. We are still waiting to hear back from them. If successful this will reduce the carbon emissions from all the 
individual car journeys of parents dropping their children off at school. 
File uploads Copy of letter to junior schools

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to write a short summary of what campaigns and actions are going on around the world within 

the Make the Link, Be the Change project

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography: 2.4, 3a, h, 4f, h, i
KS3 Cit Ed: 2.1c, 2.2, 2.3c, d, 3e, 4i, j
KS3 ICT:  1.1a, 1.2, 1.5b, 2.3b, 2.4b, 4b, f

Learning Objective: 
Students to communicate their action on climate change with other participants of the Make the Link, Be the Change 
project.

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Citizenship / Geography / ICT

Plenary:
 Read what has been going on in other parts of the world in the Make the Link, Be the Change project.

After reading, post comments in the forum and try to answer questions or comments from other students involved in 
the project.

Location: Computer Lab   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Computers with Internet and access 
to www.planschoolslink.org/mtl  

International feedback Point 2
Communicate with international students!

http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.planschoolslink.org
http://www.planschoolslink.org
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Creative Interpretation of Climate Change issue

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Starter:
 Review the project - Ask students to discuss what they have learnt over the previous 12 lessons. Mindmap 

responses of the discussion on the board.

Main:
 Introduce the idea of a creative interpretation. Students are encouraged to think about what might be an 

appropriate way to represent what they have learnt, or how they want to continue the work and move forwards.

 Split students into groups of 3-5. Allow the groups 20 minutes to work collectively to create an idea and plan the 

project.

Ideas

! Theatre / Dramatisation: Small play on impacts for children in participating countries

! Artwork:  Image montage of impacts all around the world / image montage of actions to reduce carbon consumption

! Music: Research and find songs with environmental messages / compose your own song about climate change

! Journalism: Write a report urging a change in carbon consumption  in your local community

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to complete the creative project and document it. All projects will be shared on the 

www.planschoolslink.org/mtl for the final lesson of the project (next lesson).

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  2.1g, 2.4, 4f, i

KS3 Cit Ed: 2.3, 3 e, 4

Learning Objective: 
Students to complete a creative interpretation of the project. They will think about what they have learnt, the most 

important messages and whether their behaviour will change as a result of the project.

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: KS3 Geography / Citizenship

Plenary:
 Ask each group to provide oral feedback to the class. Ask the class to feedback on their peers’ project ideas. Set 

time for projects to be completed (either one hour extra if double lesson, or as homework exercise)

Location: Classroom   

Time: 1 - 2 Hours

Equipment Required: Materials as appropriate

http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Share Creative Interpretations

Lesson in series:       

Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core Core

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 10 12 13 14

Starter:
 Review creative projects from last week

Main:
 Ask students to log on to www.planschoolslink.org/mtl

- Enter your personal user-name and password
- Go to ÔMy BlogÕ
- Post a new blog about your experiences during this project and the key points you have learnt
- Post a message on the ÔCreative ProjectsÕ forum briefly describing your creative interpretation. Along with the 
description, upload your word files, photos, audio recordings or videos.

EXAMPLE 1: Bangrashi and Nimal, Bangladesh
- We produced a small drama play highlighting the need for our local government to install an early warning system 

for floods so people can move their families and livestock to higher land before the floods occur. 

EXAMPLE 2: Class 9c, Recife, Brazil
 - We produced a wall mural highlighting the environmental problems in our community, as everyone walks past they 
notice that children are active in fighting the problems, and that those who cause the problems are accountable to us.

Extension / Homework:
 Ask students to write a short summary of what campaigns and actions are going on around the world within 

the Make the Link, Be the Change project

UK Curriculum links:
KS3 Geography:  12.2, 4h, i
KS3 ICT:  1.1a, 1.2, 1.5b, 2.3b, 2.4b, 4b, f

Learning Objective: 
Students to communicate their feelings, creative interpretations and experiences of the Make the Link, Be the Change 
project with other global/UK participants.

Syllabus: UK

UK National Curriculum Subject: Geography / ICT

Plenary:
 Ask students to read about other projects taking place in the Make the Link, Be the Change project. Ask 

them to post comments in the forum and try to answer questions or comments from other students involved in the 
project.

Location: Computer Lab   
Time: 1 Hour

Equipment Required: Computers with Internet and access 
to www.planschoolslink.org/mtl  

International Feedback Point 3
Communicate with international students!

http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl
http://www.planschoolslink.org/mtl


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Sample answers for teachers 

Please refer to the ‘Web manual’ on www.plan-ed.org for any queries related to the project’s dedicated 
website.

LESSON 1

Starter: 

Sample answer to Class question:
Human activities (burning of fossil fuels etc.)

Increased rainfall and storm activity in certain places 

Rivers exceed their capacity, burst their banks and water overflow on to flood plains

Flooding disrupts peoples livelihoods, jobs and ability to provide for themselves

Main: Sample answer to class discussion
Yes, because climate change has caused increased flooding in certain places. The village is located by a river so 
the childÕs experience is likely to be related to local environmental changes.

Rise in earthÕs temperature due to rise in emissions of green house gases

Melting of ice caps

Rising sea level

More extreme weather

Drought causes water run off

Land has less ability to cope with extremes of weather

Flooding, drought, landslides and other environmental disasters occur

SAMPLE ANSWERS - Make the link, Be the Change

http://www.plan-ed.org
http://www.plan-ed.org


Plenary: Sample answer to class discussion
Similarities
¥ Both concerned with children, e.g. their ability to attend school
¥ Both focused on the impacts rather than causes of climate change
¥ Flooding in both countries
¥ More extreme climate, e.g. wetter & hotter.
Differences
¥ The key difference is the communityÕs ability to cope with environmental events or environmental change, 

because of the differences regarding quality of infrastructure and buildings, availability of government 
finance, priority of environmental issues etc.

¥ People in other countries need to adapt more to climate change, e.g. change type of crops produced, move 
home - they are far more closely attached to the environment around them

Extension/Homework
¥ Climate change is a global issue 
¥ To make a real difference we need global action, e.g. lobbying governments and international institutions.
¥ Talking to other people also highlights that the effects of climate change are not evenly distributed - 

developing countries will suffer much more. Therefore we need to learn about how climate change affects 
people and countries in different ways to work out effective solutions.

¥ By understanding the challenges children in developing countries face, it will help people in developed 
countries change their behaviour. 

LESSON 2

Main: Sample answer to class discussion
¥ Deforestation
¥ Soil erosion
¥ Inappropriate agricultural techniques
¥ Over use of irrigation
¥ Overpopulation
¥ More/less rainfall
¥ Water security
¥ War/conflict
¥ Food security

Plenary: Sample answer to class discussion
Yes, local causes can be related to global climate change. 
¥ E.g. War/conflict may be caused by a lack of food/water/natural resources as land has been flooded or 

affected by drought. 
¥ Increased rainfall caused by an increase in global temperatures (greenhouse effect) which increases water in 

the system. 
¥ Food/water/land security issues due to the reduction of productive land to produce food as crops are 

affected by drought and flooding (caused in part by global warming).
However, there are multiple issues that can lead to an environmental tipping point, e.g. natural changes in the 
earthÕs climate over the centuries, increase in the worldÕs population creating pressure on natural resources.

LESSON 3

Starter: Sample answer to class question
Flooding, storms, drought, landslides, famine, poverty, migration, health problems, conflict etc.

Main: Worksheet 4 – possible annotations:
Flooding in Bangladesh, Philippines, Indonesia, Haiti etc.

SAMPLE ANSWERS - Make the link, Be the Change



Drought in Kenya, Sierra Leone etc
Possible rural-urban migration within all participating developing countries, as well as immigration to other 
countries.

Extension
Things to reduce personal carbon consumption:

¥ Ride bike to school instead of car/bus etc.
¥ Turn off TV/computer games at the socket instead of stand-by.
¥ Lights off
¥ Only boil as much water as you need in the kettle 
¥ Have showers instead of baths
¥ Reduce paper use, e.g. printing out emails.
¥ Close the windows
¥ Turn the heating down
¥ Recycling

People you could talk to about reducing your impact:
¥ Local council
¥ Family/friends
¥ Teachers
¥ Environmental NGOs, e.g. Friends of the Earth
¥ MP

LESSON 5

Starter: sample answer to class question
Examples of the problems that children face (see child testimonies)
Direct problems:

¥ Extreme climatic conditions Ð e.g. high rainfall or extreme heat, resulting in flooding or drought
¥ Lower crop yields Ð farmers may need to diversify to adapt to new climate
¥ Reduction in food sources, for humans and animals, e.g. fish, rice and drinking water.

Indirect problems:
¥ Health problems, e.g. water borne diseases
¥ Livelihoods affected Ð unemployed family members
¥ Unable to attend school
¥ Famine
¥ Fear of insects/snakes

Main: sample answer to class question
The global processes which interconnect with these problems are related to lifestyles, attitudes and energy use, 
especially in the Global North. Some prompts:

¥ Some leisure activities involve high level carbon emissions, which contributes to global warming, e.g. air 
travel, transport, theme parks, TV, computer games etc.

¥ In a western economies,  supermarkets often stock imported goods which are unavailable domestically as 
they are out of season. E.g. strawberries are sold in December in the UK - they are imported via plane 
from Mediterranean and African countries.

¥ Use of plastics e.g. packaging, casing for electrical equipment - where does it go when we finish with it? 
Increased landfill, unrecyclable materials, increased land/air pollution.

¥ Fuel Ð Are our sources renewable or are we contributing more Greenhouse Gases to the atmosphere? E.g. 
the UK, and particularly China still use fossil fuels such as coal. However, wind and solar power 
(renewables) are becoming increasingly important in securing sustainable energy supplies.

SAMPLE ANSWERS - Make the link, Be the Change



Plenary
For reference: 
Articles related to the Olympics and air quality issues
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7264957.stm
Article debating whether China should be mitigating the effects of climate change or allowed to develop without 
restrictions as many industrialised nations have.

LESSON 8

Starter
Potential energy saving/wastage in school:

¥ Automatic light switch off?
¥ Roof insulation?
¥ Recycling?
¥ Vacant computers off?
¥ Doors/windows open?
¥ Recycling?
¥ Does the canteen use local food?

LESSON 9

Energy
Renewable vs non-renewable energy Ð summary points
http://www.southmoor.vic.edu.au/Projects/Sustainability/Energy/Renewable.html

Nuclear power in the UK Ð the debate
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4549313.stm

Waste
Landfill vs recycling
http://www.literacymatters.org/teachers/activities/Landfills_Recycling.doc

Housing
Sustainable cities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_city

Transport
http://www.uk-energy-saving.com/sustainable_transport.html

SAMPLE ANSWERS - Make the link, Be the Change

http://www.uk-energy-saving.com/sustainable_transport.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7264957.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/7264957.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debate_over_China's_economic_responsibilities_for_climate_change_mitigation%23China_is_following_the_example_of_developed_nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debate_over_China's_economic_responsibilities_for_climate_change_mitigation%23China_is_following_the_example_of_developed_nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debate_over_China's_economic_responsibilities_for_climate_change_mitigation%23China_is_following_the_example_of_developed_nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debate_over_China's_economic_responsibilities_for_climate_change_mitigation%23China_is_following_the_example_of_developed_nations
http://www.southmoor.vic.edu.au/Projects/Sustainability/Energy/Renewable.html
http://www.southmoor.vic.edu.au/Projects/Sustainability/Energy/Renewable.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4549313.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4549313.stm
http://www.literacymatters.org/teachers/activities/Landfills_Recycling.doc
http://www.literacymatters.org/teachers/activities/Landfills_Recycling.doc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_city
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_city
http://www.uk-energy-saving.com/sustainable_transport.html


Make the Link, Be the Change
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  P R O J E C T

Title: Feedback on Scheme of work
Please fill out this form to give feedback on the project syllabus so we can continue to improve our resources.

School      Number in Class

Teacher      Email

1. The learning objectives were clear               Rank (1 Disagree, 5 Agree)
Comments:

 2. The stimulus and supporting resources presented the issues well
Comments:

 3. The teacher instructions and pupil directions were clear
Comments:

4. The syllabus was intuitive and relevant to students
Comments:

5. The resources work correctly pitched to KS3 level
Comments:

6. The students were engaged by the project and explored the issues
Comments:

7. The international links and ICT forums engaged the students
Comments:

Please inform us of any aspects of the activity that were especially noteworthy (either negative or positive): 
¥ How you think the activity might be improved, or adapted to suit your situation better. 
¥ The kind of written activities which you might look for evidence of learning.
¥ Any interesting/unexpected outcomes, e.g. social action, community contacts etc.

Please print and return feedback form to : Development Education, Plan UK, 5-6 Underhill Street, 
London, NW1 7HS, or email to plan-ed@plan-international.org.uk For further feedback call 0207 7482 9777

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

 Comments

 Improvements

mailto:plan-ed@plan-international.org.uk
mailto:plan-ed@plan-international.org.uk
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